
 

 

Tornado punctuates days of severe weather 
Posted: 5:00 a.m. Friday, Jan. 29, 2016 

 
By Kimberly Miller - Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

 

A rollicking two days of weather punctuated by a tornado that slashed through Palm Beach County 

on Thursday should taper today as partly cloudy skies turn to sun. 

A balm for the atmosphere in the form of a cold front was expected to push through overnight, 

leaving today with a high near 70 degrees and a weekend of mostly clear skies. 

That will be a marked change from a deluge since Wednesday that pushed this month to the wettest 

January on record for the 16 counties covered by the South Florida Water Management District and 

left Palm Beach County with nearly 6 inches above normal rainfall. 

“We’ve got crews running 24-hour shifts right now,” district spokesman Randy Smith said Thursday. 

“That’s not something you’d expect to see during the dry season.” 
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But it was the EF0 tornado that stole the show Thursday morning when it hit Delray Beach and 

Boynton Beach. The storm, with winds between 65 and 86 mph, flicked down trees, rattled nerves 

and left 1,300 Florida Power & Light Co. customers temporarily without electricity. 

It cut a path that started near Delray Beach’s Atlantic Avenue west of Interstate 95, lifted briefly, and 

touched down again near Bethesda Hospital East in Boynton Beach before crossing the Intracoastal 

Waterway and heading out to sea. 

“I basically just got inside as it happened,” said Ryan McConnell, who was making a delivery to the 

St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church in Delray Beach when the wind went from calm to tornado in an 

instant. 

McConnell was waiting outside the Homewood Boulevard church in a courtyard for someone to open 

the door. When a woman did, she was sucked outside as the door flung open, and McConnell said 

he had to grab her and pull her in. 
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“She was about to get taken. Both of us were,” he said. “All of a sudden, the wind just picked up to 

like a hurricane.” 

The National Weather Service said the tornado touched down at 10:32 a.m. The service issued a 

warning at 10:35 a.m. after spotting a tiny area of rotation on Doppler radar. It was all over by 10:43 

a.m. 

“It was quick, and not very big,” said Chuck Caracozza, a meteorologist with the National Weather 

Service in Miami. 

Thursday’s tornado was the second one to hit South Florida this week. On Wednesday, an EF1 

tornado with winds between 90 mph and 100 mph flipped over cars in Broward County in a college 

parking lot and on Florida’s Turnpike. 

Five vehicles were involved in the turnpike tornado, including Henry Brown, of West Palm Beach. 

Brown was driving a 2015 Ford box truck when it was flipped over, according to the Florida Highway 

Patrol. Brown could not be reached Thursday. 

The Delray Beach tornado hit just as Robert Molleda, the warning coordination meteorologist in 

Miami, was giving a weekly webcast briefing. 

“I was just told we just issued a tornado warning for southeastern Palm Beach County. The radar 

indicated rotation,” he said, quickly wrapping up the meeting. 

The Storm Prediction Center had South Florida under a marginal risk for extreme weather 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

Part of the instability in the weather was the subtropical jet stream sitting on top of Florida and 

cruising at more than 100 mph. 

Ken Clark, a senior meteorologist with the Pennsylvania-based AccuWeather, said the jet stream is 

expected to move more to the north, allowing the cold front to push out most of the wet, warm and 

dangerous weather. 

“It should dry out through the weekend,” Clark said. “There could be a couple of showers early next 

week, but I think it will be a much quieter weather pattern.” 

 
 

 


