
 

 

 

 

Is South Florida headed toward 

drought? 
February 9, 2015 

Portions of South Florida may fall under drought conditions in coming months, parched from a rainfall deficit 

of up to 6 inches since the beginning of the dry season. 

That could translate to water restrictions – mainly with lawn sprinkling and car washing – to ensure water 

supplies remain healthy, said Randy Smith of the South Florida Water Management District. 

"While the lack of rain isn't creating difficulties now, drought conditions may not be that far away, depending 

on what the weather does," he said. 

 The yellow shows the areas deemed to be "abnormally dry" on the U.S. Drought Monitor map. 

The yellow shows the areas deemed to be "abnormally dry" on the U.S. Drought Monitor map (National 

Weather Service) 

All of South Florida already has been deemed "abnormally dry" after receiving less than 50 percent of its 

normal rainfall since Nov. 1 – despite rains last week. 

Specifically, West Palm Beach has received 6.38 inches less rain than normal, Miami 1.76 inches less than 

normal and Broward County about an inch shy of normal. 

While the "abnormally dry" status doesn't require any action on the part of residents, it is a "heads-up" that 

drought might be around the corner, said meteorologist Robert Molleda of the National Weather Service in 

Miami. 

"It means that rainfall hasn't been just below normal, but significantly below normal," he said. 

The National Weather Service outlook calls for conditions to be drier and cooler than usual through April. As 

temperatures gradually increase over the next two months, the dry weather will increase the risk of wildfire, 

Molleda added. 

To determine if an area is approaching or under drought, state and federal agencies monitor rainfall data and 

ground moisture on a weekly basis. 



 

 

Their findings can be found on the U.S. Drought Monitor map, which displays the drought status of the entire 

nation and uses color codes to reflect five levels of dryness: Abnormally dry, moderate drought, severe drought, 

extreme drought and exceptional drought. 

Typically, South Florida sees a gradual increase in thunderstorms in the spring and daily storms by the end of 

May, when the rainy season commences. Often those rains wash away any drought problems. Just the same, 

drought conditions have developed in the past four years. 

In the past three of those, relatively benign moderate drought conditions emerged but were quickly vanquished 

by heavy rains during the beginning of the wet season. 

In 2011, extreme drought conditions developed in Palm Beach County by March and escalated to exceptional 

conditions in June. The South Florida Water Management District responded by restricting lawn watering to 

once a week in some cities, including West Palm Beach. 

Although heavy rains eased the drought by July, that year ended up seeing the driest October-May period on 

record in West Palm Beach and Fort Lauderdale. 

One good sign that the region doesn't appear to be headed toward the same level of drought this year: Lake 

Okeechobee's water level is close to 15 feet, about a foot higher than normal, Smith said. 

Although the Water Management District has no water-shortage restrictions in place, it does have a year-round 

irrigation rule, restricting lawn watering to twice per week for most of the region and three times per week for 

some areas, Smith said. 

First imposed in 2010, those restrictions have been loosely enforced by local cities and counties. If drought 

conditions develop, enforcement would be stepped up, he added. 

Restrictions aside, Smith noted, "It's always a good idea, no matter what situation, to be conservation minded." 
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