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Will this year’s Atlantic basin hurricane season be more active than last year’s?  

There’s a fairly good chance the answer to that question is yes.  

The 2015 Atlantic basin hurricane season was fairly quiet. Though 12 named storms 

developed in all, just four hurricanes developed -- two major -- making for what Stacy R. 

Stewart of the National Hurricane Center called a “somewhat below average” year.  

But there’s a great possibility 2016 will bring more storms that could be more intense on 

average. 

The credit for that can be attributed to the El Nino Southern Oscillation, which is basically a 

fancy term for the warming or cooling of the equatorial waters in the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

The El Nino pattern warms waters, which correlates with shear in the Atlantic basin. That 

shear hinders the development of tropical cyclones. 

Conversely, the opposite is true with La Nina, where the cooler water in the Pacific leads to 

more favorable conditions aloft including less wind shear that leads to more development. 

And we seem to be heading in that direction. 

According to the Climate Prediction Center “a transition to ENSO-neutral is likely during 

late Northern hemisphere spring or early summer 2016, with a close to a 50% chance for 

La Nina conditions to develop by the fall.” 

That’s potentially ominous news for interests along the U.S. coastline. Per weather.com, 

Colorado State meteorologist Philip Klotzbach, who specializes in tropical meteorology, 

over twice as many hurricanes have impacted the U.S. during La Nina years as opposed to 

El Nino years. 
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Via Reuters, forecasters with Accuweather are also seizing on the possibility of a more 

active season as well. 

They predict 14 named storms will form this year in the basin with eight becoming 

hurricanes and four becoming major hurricanes. Meteorologists also believe there will be 

three named storms that make landfall on the U.S. coastline. 

We’re already off to a bit of a head start from a numbers perspective on a busy 2016 

season with Hurricane Alex already giving 2016 its first named storm and first hurricane of 

the year in January. The unusual storm ended up bringing inclement weather to the 

Azores, a group of islands several hundred miles west of Portugal that are under 

Portuguese control. 

 

Bonanno graduated from Florida Tech with a bachelor’s degree in environmental science with 

meteorology option. Contact Bonanno at 321-242-3662,cbonanno@floridatoday.com or follow Chris 

on Twitter @FTChrisBonanno. 
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