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The National Weather Service is in the process of improving the way the public gets 

information about tropical cyclones. 

It’s set to debut a new graphic, which is designed to give a time frame as to the arrival of 

the onset of tropical storm force winds at a given location. It will, according to Scott Spratt, 

meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Melbourne, show when an area has a 

90 percent chance of winds arriving at, or after, a time depicted on a graphic. 

“The goal of the graphic is to first depict graphically the arrival time of the tropical storm 

force winds in a given area and this would equate to the time that citizens should have 

their preparations for the tropical storm or hurricane complete,” said Scott Spratt, 

meteorologist with the National Weather Service. 

The graphic uses the 90 percent standards in order to take into account forecast 

uncertainty, he adds, with the 10 percent chance of winds arriving earlier than the time 

stated. That margin of error is there so that people can complete preparations prior to the 

onset of high winds. 

The NWS will also offer more localized text products as well with the onset of an 

approaching storm with reports available for an entire coverage area along with more finite 

areas. 

Additionally, a new “one-stop shop” will be available online for those looking for information 

on approaching tropical cyclones, combining information from the National Hurricane 

Center along with that from local National Weather Service offices. 

For example, on the site, users could find the projected track, intensity and size of a storm 

from the National Hurricane Center and information about the impacts of the storm on a 

county and subcounty scale as more detailed information can be found as impact 

approaches, Spratt adds. 
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He also notes that the site, which will be linked off of both the National Hurricane Center 

and NWS Melbourne websites, will hopefully be operational in the next two months, right 

around the peak of the Atlantic basin hurricane season. 

“It’ll be easy to find once it is unveiled,” Spratt added. 

Four sites along the coast of the Atlantic basin were selected as sites to hold focus groups 

to test the new products, including the National Weather Service in Melbourne. The others 

were Mt. Holly, New Jersey; Charleston, South Carolina; and Boston, Massachusetts. 

The groups were led by two social scientists who were contracted by the National Weather 

Service. Some of the Melbourne component of the focus groups involving NWS 

meteorologists and personnel from Florida Tech were held in Melbourne, with groups 

being held for emergency management directors and the media in Orlando in the past 

week. Melbourne was also the first of the four to host the focus groups. 

“I think the idea of using social scientists is relatively new in the weather service but it’s 

something that’s planned to be used in the future,” Spratt said. “It’s allowing an outside 

consulting group assist the NWS with obtaining feedback, perfecting the graphics and 

other text products that the National Weather Service is developing.” 

 


