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MANATEE -- As home sales in Manatee County hover near an all-time high, new home construction 

is catching up. 

Mid-year statistics show a relatively brisk pace of construction permit issuance, with 1,309 

processed by Manatee County through June and 485 by Sarasota County through May, the most 

recent month for which data was available. 

Those numbers are some of the best in recent years. New home permit activity in unincorporated 

Manatee County is significantly ahead of 2014 and 2013, each of which saw little more than 1,100 

issued by this point in the year. In unincorporated Sarasota County, the number of permits issued is 

ahead of two years ago, but less than half of the 971 processed in the first five months of 2014. 

For some builders, the number of permits being issued only loosely indicates how well new homes 

are selling. Lakewood Ranch builder Neal Communities reported topping 563 home sales through 

June between its subdivisions in Manatee, Sarasota, Lee and Collier counties. That number is about 

25 percent ahead of sales in 2014, which turned out to be a record-setting year for the company. 

Michael Storey, president of Neal Communities, said he's expecting another record year. Neal's 

various homebuilding divisions are selling out of 32 subdivisions this year and will bring more 

inventory online in the fourth quarter. 

Even with all that activity, Storey said there is room for more sales growth beyond 2015. 

"It's returning to a normalized market," he said. "We're two-thirds or three-quarters back to a normal 

market." 

Peter Mason, vice president of sales and marketing for Sarasota builder Lee Weatherington, said his 

company's sales are 50 percent ahead of 2014. 
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The experiences of those two builders are indicative of the industry. John Mast, CEO of the 

Manatee-Sarasota Building Industry Association, said members of his group are reporting solid sales 

across the board. 

"They are selling more houses now than they have in the last few years," he 

said. 

Nationally, the seasonally adjusted number of new home sales in May was 546,000, according to 

U.S. Census Bureau statistics. That reflects a growth of 19.5 percent over May 2014. 

New home construction is reacting to the overall residential market. This week, the president of the 

Realtor Association of Sarasota and Manatee said the past four months of existing-home sales is 

rivaled only by a similar period a decade ago. As a result, the inventory of resale homes has been 

dropping for months. Mast said this only increases the demand for new home construction. 

The pace of building could pick up more toward year's end. John Barnott, the director of Manatee 

County's Building and Development Services, said his staff is processing "a lot of work" as of mid 

year. As many permits await inspection and approval, more permit applications are coming in daily. 

The workload means "we're not getting them done as quick as we once were," Barnott said. 

Mast with the BIA said permitting backlogs exist in both Manatee and Sarasota counties. 

When built, new homes permitted in Manatee and Sarasota counties through May will bring more 

than $1 billion in construction value to the market, according to Census numbers. Those in Manatee 

County have a higher total value, at $606.8 million, compared to $436.3 million in Sarasota County. 

Matt M. Johnson, Herald business reporter, can be reached at 941-745-7027, or on Twitter 

@MattAtBradenton. 

 
 

 


