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LAKE WORTH, Fl. (CBS12) — As three systems are brewing in the tropics, state officials are 

concerned more than one million Florida newcomers are unprepared for storm season. 

At the Lake Worth Casino, the procedure is to close down all the shops and cafes the day before a 

big storm makes landfall. If one of those three systems in the tropics develops into something serious, 

the business owners don't take that lightly. 

"I hope they are prepared, because you know, we could get hit at anytime," said Frank Lograsso, 

Owner of Mama Mia's Pizzeria. He was in Florida when Andrew hit on August 24th in 1992. 

There is always the fear another Andrew could come - but at Mama Mias' there's impact resistant 

glass and the restaurant is not directly on the beach, its a bit higher. Nevertheless, Frank says all 

business owners on the Florida coast are aware of the risks. 

"Palm Beach County had a lot of wind storms, but it was mainly down south," Lograsso said, referring 

to Wilma, generally thought to be the last bad one, back in 2005. 

Since then, Florida’s coastal population has grown significantly by 1.5 million people - or to put it 

another way, a half million new homes. Those are the folks who might be inexperienced and might be 

unfazed that there are three systems brewing in the tropics. 



Officials say they need to pay attention and make a plan, and that's the advice that long time state 

residents are giving the newcomers. 

"Oh they'll be the ones running to Home Depot and Walmart and scoffing up all the water," said Pattie 

Marron, as she was setting up for a beach wedding. 

The bride and groom knew they would be taking the vows during the height of hurricane season, but 

chanced it - the delicate sound of thunder in the distance, and dark clouds swirling as the ceremony 

approached. 

"I was here for Francis and Jean, I was living in Stuart at the time, both eyes passed over my house 

and it was crazy and harrowing, but we made it through," Marron said. 

Here is the link to the Fl emergency management department, with instructions for making a plan 

that's right for your family or business: http://www.flgetaplan.com 

http://www.flgetaplan.com/

